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vidual member of such a corporation is also
said to have a franchise or freedom.''
Liberties is the term used in Magna Charta
as including franchises, privileges, immunities
and all the rights which belong to that class.
Professor Sullivan says the term signifies the
"privileges that some of the subjects, whether
single persons or bodies corporate, have above
others by the lawful grant of the king; as
the chattels of felons or outlaws, and the lands
and privileges of corporations."
The privilege, then, of being a member of
a corporation under a lawful grant, and of
exercising the rights and powers of such mem-
ber, is such a privilege, liberty, or franchise,
as has been the object of legal protection and
the subject of legal interest from the time of
Magna Charta to the present moment. The
plaintiffs have such an interest in this cor-
poration, individually, as they could assert
and maintain in a court of law, not as agents
of the public, but in their own right. Each
trustee has a franchise, and if he be disturbed
in the enjoyment of it he would have redress
on appealing to the law as promptly as for
any other injury. If the other trustees should
conspire against any one of them to prevent
his equal ^ right and voice in the appointment
of a president or professor, or in the passing
of any statute or ordinance of the college, he
frould be entitled to his action, for depriving
him of his franchise. It makes no difference
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